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This opinion contains indications relating to th© following Items; 



S Box No. I 

□ Bo* No. II 

E Box No, ru 

□ Box No. IV 
El Box No. V 

□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 

□ Box No. Vf II 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non^stabllshment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of rnventlon 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



S. FURTHER ACTION 

g^i- I PEA, the app-icant Is invited to 
months from the date of mailing of K PC^ amendments, before the expiration of three 

Whoever expires later, 9 PCT/ISA* 20 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priorHy date, 

For further options, see Form PCTfS A/220. 
3. For further defalk, see notes to Form PCTdSA£20. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 



r Authorized Officer 



European Patent Office - P.B. 5S16 Patentlaan I? 
NL-22SO HV Rljswijk - Pays Bas 
Tel. +31 70 340 - 2040 Tx: 31 651 epo nl 
Fax; +31 70 340-3016 



Kroeders, M 

Telephone No. +31 70 340-1967 
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Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 



(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) translation furnished for the purposes of international search 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ tabJe(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 
C- time of Wing/furnishing; 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

copies is identical to that in th ?3K£MM subsequent or additional 

appropriate, were furnished. * w *" ,cwon as Tirea or does not 9° beyond the application as filed, as 

4. Additional comments: 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT^P20(SSf235 l 7 NO 



IppuSbtntv "°^" feh ™"t Of opinion with regard 10 nov elty, Inventive stop and tndustrla. 

□ the entire international application, 

El claims Nos. 32, 33 

because: 

D ares o 

D N ° S 3re S0 sorted by the descnptlon that no meaningful opinion 

H no international search report has been established for the whole applicant or for said claims Nos. 32 33 
° MSaSr^fff ' iStfna *" n ° l ^ "* P«*W for in Annex 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has nol been furnished 

O does not comply with the standard 

□ See separate sheet for further details 
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International application No. 
PCT/EP2004/0 12357 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



or 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No; Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-31 

1-31 
1-31 



2, Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING International application No. 

AUTHORITY (S EPARATE SHEETS 

1 — ^ PCT/EP2Q04/O1 2357 



Re Item ill. 



Claims 32 and 33 were not searched in view of Article 1 7(2)(a)(ii) PCT and therefore no 
substantive examination can be performed. Furthermore, claims 32 and 33 do not specify 

tZ ^ITh fS H tUr ? WhiCh 66 the SUbjeCt 0f e * a ™*ion. Consequently, no opinion 
is formulated under Article 34{4)(a)(ii) PCT. 

Re Item V. 

1 The following documents are referred to in this communication" 

D1 : WO 03/035151 A (GLAXO GROUP LIMITED, EDGERLEY, DAVID) 1 Mav 
2003 (2003-05-01) 

D2 : EP 0 928 618 A (INNOVATA BIOMED LIMITED) 14 July 1999 (1999-07-14) 

D3: WO 02/098495 A (INNOVATA BIOMED LIMITED; BRAITHWAITE PHILIP) 12 
December 2002 (2002-12-12) 

2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not inventive in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT 
Document Di discloses (see page 28, line 26 to page 35, line 2): 

a hand-held device having as housing (200), a track in the housing, a chain of 
medicament containers (1 00) in the track and a conveying mechanism (206 
208, 21 0, 21 2) adapted to convey the chain along the track. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this disclosure in that the medicament 
containers are specified to be capsules. 

On page 26, line 20, document DI mentions the use of capsules as an option 
w.thout specifying any details of that particular design. It is considered that if there is 

HTh 6 ♦ * Pee ' ab ' e Strip and 3 CapSLJ,e ' » lies strict| V ^hin the means to 

open the container, and not within the means for conveying. Therefore it is 

%E£S^ SUbjeCt - matter ° f C ' aim 1 d ° eS involve - -en'tive step 
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AUTHORITY (SE PARATE SHEET! 

* ~ nbb ' L PCT/EP20(M/ni3^7 

A similar objection can be made in vie* of documents D2 (see paragraphs 
107 to 1 12) or D3 (see page 6, line 28 to page 7, line 12). 



. d ° " 0t C ° main any f6atureS Which ' in combination with the 
r am t0 WhiCh ^ ref6r ' meetthe ^-e-ents of the PCT in 
respect of mvenfve step (Articie 33(3) PCT). The reasons therefore are the following: 

Dependent claims 2 to 20 and 29 to 31 appear to relate only to the drive of the 
conveying , mechanism, which consist of sprockets and gear wheefs Document * 
discloses the basics of such a mechanism. The choice of using a p^ Z These 
mechanisms does not involve an inventive step. 

2 T 1 M to7sZ 6 T? d ? PSn . dent C ' aimS re ' atin9 10 the Chain of ca P Sule « «™™ 

z^^^^*r rence between the chain ° f — - ^ 

dltThi* 0 3 ! dGP r d Fr ° m daim 1 and refer to further embodiments of the device 
described ,n cla.m 1 and thus meet the requirements of Article 33(4) PCT for the 
same reasons explained above. 
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